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November 2016 

Happy Fall! 

KCBCA                

2016/17 Events            

Thursday, Nov. 17 

Welcome Back Party 

Sunday, Dec. 11    

Holiday Lighted 

Boat Parade 

Sunday, Dec. 18    

Carols in the Park 

Saturday, Dec. 24 

Santa Comes To 

Town 

Thursday, Feb. 9 

Town Hall Meeting 

Sunday, Feb. 12    

Concerts in the Park 

Season Begins, John 

Bartus 

Sunday, Feb. 19 

Concert in the Park, 

Rick & Dana 

Sunday, Feb. 26 

Concert in the Park 

Island Time 

Sunday, March 5   

60th Anniversary  

KCB DAY 

Concerts thru March 

KCBCA  Pres. Gail Cortelyou 

Party is Thursday, Novem-

ber 17th. All info is on page 

four of this newsletter. No 

tickets will be sold at the 

door so make sure you get 

yours. This event is one of 
our more popular ones so 

buy your tickets early. 

This year is the 60th Anni-
versary of Key Colony 

Beach, the 60th year of in-

corporation. We hope to 

make this season special. We 

will be showcasing the histo-

ry of KCB in the Bee Line 

this year. Some photos you 

may recognize but we feel 

they are worth a second look. 
If you have any ideas, or arti-

cles for the publication, 

please send them to me.  

Looking forward to seeing 

you all and to having a great 

winter in KCB! 

November, a time for leaves 

to change, the weather to 

cool off...wait a minute, we 

are in the Keys! More specifi-

cally, Key Colony Beach. Fall 

means, for many, returning 
to the Keys so, welcome back 

all! Time for a party. Mark 

your calendars, the KCBCA 

2016-2017 season has be-

gun. 

Our annual Welcome Back 

KCB Book Club Marie De Graw 

December  15 ,  2016            

“A MAN CALLED OVE” by 

Fredrick Backman  

 

January 12, 2017    

“GO SET A WATCHMAN” by 
Harper Lee 

 

February 9, 2017  

“THE WOMAN WHO HEARD 

COLOR” by Kelly Jones   

 

March 9, 2017   

“THE LITTLE PARIS 

BOOKSHOP” by Nina 

George    

 

A p r i l  1 3 ,  2 0 1 7 

“FREAKONOMICS” by Ste-

ven D. Levitt and Stephen J. 
Dubner 

 

M a y  1 1 ,  2 0 1 7        

“TRINITY” by Leon Uris 

 

November  17 ,  2016 

“SECRET LIFE OF BEES OR 

TRAVELING WITH POME-

GRANATES” by Sue Monk 

Kidd. Set in South Carolina 

in 1964, The Secret Life of 

Bees tells the story of Lily 

Owens, whose life has been 

shaped around the blurred 
memory of the afternoon her 

mother was killed. When 

Lily's fierce-hearted black 

"stand-in mother," Rosaleen, 

insults three of the deepest 

racists in town, Lily decides 

to spring them both free. 

They escape to Tiburon, 
South Carolina--a town that 

holds the secret to her moth-

er's past. Taken in by an ec-

centric trio of black beekeep-

ing sisters, Lily is introduced 

to their mesmerizing world of 

bees and honey, and the 

Black Madonna. This is a 

remarkable novel about di-

vine female power, a story 

woman will share and pass 

on to their daughters for 

years to come. 

 
December 15, 2016         

“A MAN CALLED OVE” by 

Fredrick Backman. In this 

bestselling and delightfully 

quirky debut novel from Swe-

den, a grumpy yet loveable 

man finds his solitary world 

turned on its head when a 

boisterous young family 

moves in next door. 

Meet Ove. He's a curmudg-

eon, the kind of man who 

points at people he dislikes 

as if they were burglars 
BOOK CLUB , (Continued on page 

3) 

Welcome back to those who 

have already arrived in the 

Keys and Travel Safe to those 

who are on the road.  I hope 

a very healthy and happy 

season was had by you. 
We are starting our new sea-

son with our Book Club this 

November 17, 2016, in the 

small conference room in 

City Hall at 3:00 p.m. until? 

All are welcome to join us.   

We are a group of both fe-

male and male who are inter-

ested in reading and then 

discussing our thoughts 

(both positive and negative) 

about the particular novel. 

Our meetings are open to 

ALL and it is not necessary 
to have read the particular 

novel.  At times it helps to 

hear others discuss a book 

that we may be planning on 

reading or not. 

Listed below are the dates 

and novel selections for this 

season, with a narration of 

our first two choices. 

 

N o v e m b e r  1 7 ,  2 0 1 6  

“SECRET LIFE OF BEES OR 

TRAVELING WITH POME-

GRANATES” by Sue Monk 
Kidd   
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City Stuff 

BEAUTIFICATION COMMITTEE   

Last May our committee presented 

Mike and Cindy Alexander at 928 West 
Ocean with the beautification award. 

The Alexanders and their neighbors at 

938 West Ocean coordinated their 

lovely landscaping.  

Shown above are Mike and Cindy Alex-

ander, Bill Trefry and Phebe Black-

burn. 

We honored David and Norma Schultz 

at 291 4th St. for their beautiful home 

in July.  

Pictured above are David and Norma 

Schultz, John Ermish, Bill and Patti 

Trefry.  

Beautification Committee also put the  

final touches on the Canal Walk pro-

ject, pictured right. 

CRAFTY GALS will start up again 

Monday, November 14 from 12-4:00 

p.m.  Come join us, at city hall, and 
bring your craft with you.  We have 

many talented ladies with different 

interests knitters, quilters, beaders, 

and conversationalists. So come and 

bring your craft we can all 

learn from each other. If you 

have questions please call 

me, Marie Flood, at 305-394-

3923. 

••• 

We encourage our residents 

to attend the commission 

meetings. They are normal-

ly twice a month on the 
2nd and 4th Thursday at 

9:30 a.m. The minutes are 

always available online but 

the meetings are so much 

more than what is possible 
to put in the minutes. 

Many things change in our town on 

a daily basis. You need to stay in-

formed on how your taxes are being 

spent and how the lifestyle of Key 

Colony Beach is being maintained by 
our commission. The official website 

for KCB is  

keycolonybeach.net.  

 

 

 

November 1, 2016 

AHEC Fitness 

November 2, 2016 

Pilates 

November 3, 2016 

AHEC Fitness 
November 4, 2016 

Farmer's Market 

Pilates 

November 5, 2016 

AHEC Fitness 

November 7, 2016 

Pilates 

November 8, 2016 

General Election 

AHEC Fitness 

November 9, 2016 

Pilates 

Blood Mobile 

November 10, 2016 
AHEC Fitness 

City Commission Meeting 

November 11, 2016 

Veteran’s Day 

Pilates 

November 12, 2016 

AHEC Fitness 

Taste of the Islands 

November 14, 2016 

Pilates 

November 15, 2016 

AHEC Fitness 

Utility Board Meeting 

November 16, 2016 
Pilates 

November 17, 2016 

AHEC Fitness 

November 18, 2016 

Farmer's Market 

Pilates 

November 19, 2016 

AHEC Fitness 

November 21, 2016 

Pilates 

November 22, 2016 

AHEC Fitness 

City Commission Meeting 

November 23, 2016 
Pilates 

November 24, 2016 

City Hall Closed 

AHEC Fitness 

November 25, 2016 

City Hall Closed 

Pilates 

November 26, 2016 

AHEC Fitness 

November 28, 2016 

Pilates 

November 29, 2016 

AHEC Fitness 

November 30, 2016 
Pilates 
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with two chatty young daughters 

move in next door and accidentally 

flatten Ove's mailbox, it is the lead-in 

to a comical and heartwarming tale of 

unkempt cats, unexpected friendship, 

and the ancient art of backing up a U-
Haul. All of which will change one 

cranky old man and a local residents' 

association to their very foundations. 

A feel-good story in the spirit of The 

Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry and 

Major Pettigrew's Last Stand, Fredrik 

Backman's novel about the angry old 

man next door is a thoughtful and 

charming exploration of the profound 

impact one life has on countless oth-

ers. 
Hoping to see you at one of our gather-

ings. 

Marie De Graw 

caught outside his bedroom window. 

He has staunch principles, strict rou-

tines, and a short fuse. People call him 

the bitter neighbor from hell, but must 

Ove be bitter just because he doesn't 
walk around with a smile plastered to 

his face all the time? 

Behind the cranky exterior there is a 

story and a sadness. So when one No-

vember morning a chatty young couple 

BOOK CLUB (Continued from page 1) 

Kathryn McCullough  

I created a nest in my 

street side yard back in 

October and now have a 
family.  They had babies 

in April. They used to live 

in the storm pipe under a 

driveway across the 

street from me. Of 

course, every time it 

rained the nest would go 

under water.  To the best 

of my knowledge, this is 

the first time we’ve had 

owlets on 5th Street due to ‘dry’ nest-

ing. At my urging neighbors at the be-

ginning of 5th Street also recently cre-

ated a nest in their yard and are now 
the proud hosts to two owls. And final-

ly, Resolution No. 18, adopted on June 

8, 1961 designated the City as a bird 

sanctuary. 

 

BASIC FACTS ABOUT BURROWING 
OWLS: Burrowing owls (Athene cu-

nicularia) are so named because 

they live underground in burrows 

that have been dug out by small 

mammals like ground squirrels 

and prairie dogs. They are cov-

ered in brown spotted feathers 

and have long legs. They also 

sport  d is t inct ive  wh i te 

“eyebrows” above bright yellow 

eyes. They are one of the small-

est owls in North America. 

Diet 

Burrowing owls eat small mammals 

such as moles and mice during late 

spring and early summer. Later they 

switch to 

i n s e c t s , 

espec ia l l y 
g rasshop-

pers and 

b e e t l e s . 

Burrowing 

owls are 

also known to eat 

birds, amphibians and 

reptiles. 

Population 

Current burrowing owl 

population estimates 

are not well known but 

trend data suggests 

significant declines 
across their range. 

Most recent official 

estimates place them 

at less than 10,000 breeding pairs. 

Range 

Burrowing owls are distributed from 

the Mississippi to the Pacific and from 

the Canadian prairie provinces into 

South America. They are also found in 

Florida and the Caribbean islands. 

Burrowing owls have disappeared from 

much of their historic range. 

Behavior 

Unlike other owls, burrowing owls are 

active during the day, especially in the 

s p r i n g 

when they 

g a t h e r 

food for 

their large 

b r o o d s . 

This spe-

cies of owl 

p r e f e r s 

open areas 
with low 

ground cover. They can often be found 

perching near their burrow on fence 

posts and trees. 

Burrowing owls make a tremulous 

chuckling or chattering call. They also 

bob their heads to express excitement 

or distress. 

Burrowing owls often nest in loose col-

onies about 100 yards apart. 

During the nesting season, burrowing 

owls will collect a wide variety of ma-

terials to line their nest, some of 

which are left around the entrance to 

the burrow. The most common mate-

rial is mammal dung, usually from 

cattle. At one time it was incorrectly 

thought that the dung helped to mask 

the scent of the juvenile owls, but re-
searchers now believe the dung helps 

to control the microclimate inside the 

burrow and to attract insects, which 

the owls may eat. 

Reproduction 

Mating Season: Early spring. 

G e s t a t i o n :  2 8  d a y s . 

C l u t c h  s i z e :  3 - 1 2  e g g s . 

The young owls begin appearing at 

the burrow’s entrance two weeks after 

hatching and leave the nest to hunt 

for insects on their own after about 

45 days. The chicks can fly well at 6 

weeks old. (defenders.org/burrowing-

owl/basic-facts) 

Did You Know? 

 
When alarmed, young 
birds will make a hiss-
ing call that sounds like 
a rattlesnake.  
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In mid-October, a battered sailboat 

with a sail made of sewn together 

sacks, landed in Key Colony Beach. 

There were 13 people aboard. The 

migrants were taken for processing 

by U.S. Customs and Border Protec-

tion. Apparently all souls, on that 

vessel, made it safely from Cuba to 

our town, unlike others that at-

tempted the crossing earlier the 

same week. 

According to the KeyNoter, by mid-

October, the Coast Guard had 

logged 106 Cubans crossing to Flori-

da or being stopped on the way. In 

the 12 preceding months, the agency 

counted 7,411 Cubans, up 65 per-

cent from the 4,473 people found in 

the previous year. 

Migrants Land in KCB  

TASTE of the 

ISLANDS  

NOW IN 

 MARATHON 



 

 

KCBCA.ORG  

Facebook.com/key colony beach community association 
Itõs Your Community.                                 

Be there for it! 

PO Box 510884, KCB, FL 33051 

Our History  

Below: Not much more than a mangrove 

swamp, this was “Shelter Key” when 

dredging to build the island began. The 

equipment at lower right is about where 

Key Colony Point is now. 

 

Right: By dredging and filling the natural 

beach line was moved out 400 feet. Canals 

were yet to be cut. This view, looking 

northwest is the east end of the island 

 

residents passed unanimously in 

September, thus creating today's Key 

Colony Beach. 

Incorporation would become a bless-

ing in 1960, when much of the city 

was destroyed by Hurricane Donna. 

As a separately incorporated city, Key 

Colony Beach received its own federal 

grant to rebuild; nearby Marathon 
(not yet incorporated) had to settle for 

a portion of the grant given to Monroe 

County. However, the storm (and 

subsequent takeover of Cuba by Fidel 

Castro) caused a depression of real 

estate prices, which would take sever-

al years to stabilize.  

Prior to the early 1950s, Shelter Key 

(on which most of Key Colony Beach is 

located) was a 97-acre low-lying is-

land. Then, Phil Sadowski began 

dredging around the island, adding to 

its size and increasing its height to six 
feet above mean sea level, and later 

built developments on the island. 

Around 1956-1957, residents of near-
by Marathon began discussing incor-

porating the entire area. Sadowski was 

not keen on having his development 

swallowed up into Marathon, so he 

began the process of incorporating the 

island into its own city. The Florida 

Legislature passed legislation in June 

1957 allowing incorporation, which 

local 

KCBCA Membership is from July 1 
- June 30. Annual dues are $15 for 

1st in household, $10 each           
additional same mailing address. 

Membership applications are        
available on our website, 

KCBCA.org and at city hall 

Any articles, photos, questions,      
comments are welcome. Please send 

them to: Editor Gail Cortelyou,                   

gecortelyou@bellsouth.net,                

Address changes: Membership Chair  
Joe Stringfellow                         

keysfellows@comcast.net  

(A not for profit organization)  

Photographs by Charles H. Anderson 

(Charles “Charlie” Anderson came with his wife 

Billie and their children to live in the Florida 

Keys in 1954. He was a writer, photographer, 

sportsman, as well as a radio talk show host 

on WFFG for 20 years. Their home, a convert-

ed duplex on 4th Street was the first residence 

built in the city, formerly a model for the Sa-

dowski duplexes on the Causeway. Charlie 
and Billie were among the first electors of the 

city and ran the Key Colony Beach Sailfish 

Tournament for 34 years. Charlie was a city 

commissioner four terms in the early years of 

the city and also volunteered as police chief 

during those years. The Andersons were good 

neighbors and good friends to many.)  

      

http://www.kcbca.org/

